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SUBJECT: STRIKE EASES SLIGHTLY 

REF: COLOMBO 0144 

1 . SUMMARY: SOME WORKERS ARE STRAGGLING BACK TO WORK AND 
BUS SERVICES HAVE IMPROVED. THE RAIL STRIKE, WHICH BEGAN THE 
WHOLE AFFAIR, REMAINS RELATIVELY EFFECTIVE. OPPOSITION 
LEADERS CALLED FOR NEGOTIATIONS BUT THE GOVERNMENT MAY NOW 
BE CONFIDENT THAT IT CAN SIMPLY WAIT OUT THE REMAINING 
STRIKERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE RASH OF STRIKES THAT HAVE BEEN PLAGUING SRI LANKA 
MAY NOW BE FALTERING. SOME WHO HAVE BEEN OFF THE JOB ARE 
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NOW STRAGGLING BACK TO WORK, AS GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN 
CONTINUE TO WARN THAT NEW RECRUITS WILL BE HIRED TO 
REPLACE STRIKERS. BUS SERVICE IN COLOMBO IS RETURNING 
TO NEAR NORMAL LEVELS AS THE GOVERNMENT HAS REPORTEDLY 
BROUGHT INTO SERVICE SUSPENDED BUS DRIVERS AND OTHERS 
VOLUNTEERED BY A LOCAL INDUSTRIALIST BACKER OF THE 
RULING PARTY (THE WELL-KNOW DASA MUDALALI). A BOMB 
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THROWN AT A BUS IN A COLOMBO SURURB JANUARY 12 
INJURED THE DRIVER AND HAS MADE SOME PASSENGERS LEERY 
OF RIDING THE BUSES; HOWEVER, WE HAVE HEARD OF NO 
FURTHER VIOLENCE. 

3. OTHER ESSENTIAL SERVICES REMAIN AS BEFORE ALTHOUGH 
SLIGHTLY HIGHER ATTENDANCE IN OFFICES IS REPORTED. 

GOVERNMENT CLERKS HAVE RETURNED IN MODERATE NUMBERS; 
ENOUGH RAILWAY WORKERS ARE STILL OUT THAT THE TRAIN 
SYSTEM IS ONLY BARELY OPERABLE. AN OFFICIAL SOURCE 

IN THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT SAID THAT 14,000 OUT OF 
27,000 RAILWAY WORKERS REPORTED ON THE JOB JANUARY 
13 BUT HE ADMITTED THAT SERVICE WAS MUCH LIKE THE 
PREVIOUS DAY-OCCASIONAL AND MINIMAL. IT IS THE 
MINISTRY'S HOPE THAT SERVICE WILL BE BACK TO NEAR 
NORMAL BY MONDAY , JANUARY 17. THAT APPEARS TO BE UNLIKELY. 

4. A UNITED MEETING OF OPPOSITION PARLIAMENTARY 
LEADERS WAS HELD JANUARY 12, AT WHICH A LETTER 

WAS DRAFTED AND SENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER URGING THE 
GOVERNMENT TO NEGOTIATE AND SETTLE THE STRIKE. 

IN A JAB AT THE PM'S COALITION PARTNER, THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, AND ITS SUPPORT FOR THE STRIKE, THE OPPOSITION 
LEADERS ASKED WHY A COMMUNIST MINISTER COULD SIT IN THE 
CABINET DURING A DISCUSSION OF THE STRIKE WHEN THE 
GOVERNMENT REFUSED TO MEET WITH STRIKERS. THE LETTER 
TO THE PM ALSO CALLED FOR AN IMMEDIATE MEETING OF THE 
NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY (NSA). THE NEXT SCHEDULED 
MEETING OF THE NSA IS JANUARY 20 AND WE ARE 
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TOLD THAT THE SESSION WILL BE HELD AS SCHEDULED, AND 
NOT EARLIER. 

5. TEA PLANTATIONS HAVE BEEN UNTOUCHED BY THE 
LABOR UNREST. EVEN LEFTIST UNIONS HAVE NOT COME OUT 
ON STRIKE, BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF SUPPORT FROM THE 
DOMINANT CEYLON WORKERS CONGRESS, WHICH IS STAYING CLEAR 
OF THE WHOLE AFFAIR. ITS FELLOW MEMBERS IN THE TRADE 
UNION COORDINATING COMMITTEE, THE CEYLON MERCANTILE 
UNION, WAS CONSIDERING A ONE-DAY TOKEN STRIKE OF THE 
COLOMBO COMMERCIAL SECTOR BUT IT HAS NOW GIVEN UP OR 
POSTPONED THAT IDEA IN DEFERENCE TO THE OPPOSITION 

OF THE OTHER UNIONS WITH WHICH IT IS CONSULTING. 

6. A NEW EMERGENCY REGULATIONS WAS GAZETTED BY THE PRESIDENT 
JANUARY 11. THE REGULATION EMPOWERED THE POLICE TO 

ARREST WITHOUT A WARRANT ANYONE WHO INCITES THOSE 
EMPLOYED IN AN ESSENTIAL SERVICE SUCH PERSONS 
CAN BE DETAINED FOR UP TO ONEMONTH WITHOUT BEING 
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PRODUCED BEFORE A MAGISTRATE. 

7. FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 IS A HINDU FESTIVAL AND 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY. SRI LANKANS WILL TAKE A BRIEF 
RESPITE FROM THE CURRENT TURMOIL. THE EMBASSY EXPECTS 
TO DO THE SAME; ANY URGENT MESSAGE FOR ATTENTION 
BEFORE JANUARY 17 SHOULD BE NIACT IMMEDIATE. 

8. COMMENT: WITH MORE AND MORE SIGNS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT NOW HAS THE UPPER HAND IN ITS STRUGGLE WITH 
THE STRIKERS, THE PRIME MINISTER 

MAY DECIDE TO WAIT OUT THE STRIKERS. THE GOVERNMENT 
COULD INCREASE THE PRESSURE ON THEM BY CARRYING THROUGH ON ITS 
THREAT TO HIRE NEW RECRUITS TO REPLACE ABSENTEES. END COMMENT. 
REED 
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